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as Premier, we shall be able to govern, especially when I
have got the War Ministry as well."
Logically, nothing was more just. But there were facts
and atmosphere and many factors which he did not take
into account. M. Mandel has, so to speak, sensitive
feelers. Already he had weighed the situation and he
refused the Ministry of the Interior, for which he had been
yearning, perhaps for years, and for which he knew himself
almost predestined.
" No," he answered. " I can serve you better in the
shadow/'
" You're withholding your support ? " demanded M.
Reynaud, who is not given to circumlocution.
" No, my dear friend. But some weeks ago when M.
Daladier accused us of plotting together against him, I had,
as you know, an explanation with him and formally
declared that, for the moment, I wanted but one thing, to
remain at the Colonial Office to finish the work of Colonial
recruiting which I had begun. If, this evening, I were to
agree to be your Minister of the Interior, to-morrow a cam-
paign would start against you because of this choice and
you would be swept out of office. Why, Daladier, of whose
support you tell rne you are not absolutely certain, might
find in my appointment a pretext for withdrawing it.
" Do not forget that your political origin is on the Right.
You need therefore at the Ministry of the Interior, which
the Radical party has always regarded as its fief, a genuine
dyed-in-the-wool Radical who will cover you against the
furious attacks and sly manoeuvres which are being
prepared."
" Being prepared 1"
" Of course, my dear friend. Why, whom have you got
in the Senate and the Chamber to keep you informed ? "
M. Paul Reynaud would not admit defeat. He asked
Herriot to intervene with MandeL M. Herriot was more
than a Radical. He was something like the spiritual
father of Radicalism. If Herriot sponsored Mandel for the